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Mr. Thomas Warnock
817 Third Avenue
Cadillac, Michigan 49601

Dear Mr. Warnock:

Your letter
No. 92.2.9.

22,
~------

s been filed as a comment in PR Docket

You also have made some suggestions in your letter that are beyond the scope
of that proceeding. You want to change the telegraphy code speeds fran 5, 13,
and 20 words per minute (wpm) to 5, 10, 15, and 20 wpm, and to permit
telephony and digital privileges to Technician Plus operators on a lower HF
band, around 160 meters. The existing amateur operator license structure,
requirements, and privileges, however, were the subject of numerous major rule
making proceedings which generated many thousands of comments fran the amateur
community. After considering the views expressed, the Commission adopted the
rules which are now codified in Part 97. See 47 C.F.R. §§ 97.1 - 97.527. The
current operator license classes, requirements, and privileges were developed
in accordance with the expressed desires of the amateur community to provide
motivation for amateur operators to advance their communication and technical
skills. We do not believe that your 'have presented sufficient evidence to
justify revisiting these matters at this time.

You also want to expand the privileges of Technician Plus operators by making
the frequencies 10.20-10.15 MHz (30 meter band) available to them.
Mr. William G. Welsh also requested that rule change. By Order, adopted April
16, 1993, that request was denied. A copy of the Order is enclosed herewith
for your information.

I trust this reply is responsive to your letter.
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Robert H. McNamara
Chief, Special Services Division

Enclosure

cc: Personal Radio
The Secretary,
Johnston
DePont
File

Branch/Chron
Room 222, (2) w/incorning,

i
No. of Copies rec'd
ListABCDE

MJDePont:dd/ssd:pr
Directory: /usr/SSD/per/mak/ama
Sub-Directory: Warnock.wpSO
",_ M~"';' D __-rro



~"'4,n •
Federal COlUmunications Commission OA 93.460

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Before the
Federal Co~municationsCommission

. Was!tington, D~C. 20554

In the Mauer of

Petition fpr Amendment

?f the. ~~ate~r. Se.~~ice Rules
. to 'E,q,and the' Privile~elJ>f

Novice and Technidan Operators.

ORDER

RM-8093

Ralph A. Haller
Chief. Private Radio Bureau

." 0... • ......

Adopted: April 16, 1993; Released: April 27, 1993

By the. Chicd. Private Radio Bureau:' .

I. On September 24, 1992, Mr. William G. Welsh filed a
petition to amend the amateur service rules (RM·8093) to
expand the privileges of Novice Class and certain Techni
cian Class operators by making the frequencies 10.10-10.15
MHz, 30 meter (m) band, available to them.· Mr. Welsh
argues that the 40, 15, and 10 m bands currently au
thorized to those operators are currently less useful than in
the past due to sunspot cycles, fading, and interference
from international shortwave broadcast stations. Further,

, he states that the longer antennas needed in the 80 m band
limit its appeal to many Novice and Technician amateur
operators.

2. In 1985, the Commission added the 30 m frequency
band to the amateur service. In the First Report and Order
in PR Docket No. 84-960, adopted April 25, 1985, 50 Fe~.

Reg. 18662 (1985), the Commission declined to make i't
available to Novice and Technician operators. [n its action,
the Commission said that an acceptable balance had been
achieved between licensing incentives and operating privi
leges. A consistent policy was followed in a subsequent
proceeding. [n the Report and Order in PR Docket No.
88-467, adopted January 27, 1989,4 FCC Red 1424 (1989),
the Commission excluded Novice and Technician Class
operators from the 17m band because of its small size and
because they had recently received enhanced privileges. See
Report and Order in PR Docket No. 86-161, adopted Janu
ary 18, 1987. 2 FCC Rcd 727 (1987). In sum, the petition
for rule making is repetitive.

3. In view of the foregoing, and pursuant to Section
l.401(e) of the Commission's Rules. 47 C.F.R. § 1.40l(e),
rule making petition RM-8093, filed by William G. Welsh,
to amend the amateur service rules IS DENIED..

I Currently. the 1«), 40, 15. and 10 m high frequency (HF)
bands are available to Novice Class operators, Technician Class
operators holding a Certificate of Successful Completion or Ex
amination (CSCE) indicating that elemem I(A), 1(8). or I(C)

1

has been passed. and lO Technician Class operators holding a
license issued before February 14. 1991. See Section Q7.30I(e) of
the Commission's Rules. 47 C.F.R. § Q7.30I(e).
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Thomas Warnock
817 Third Ave.
Cadillac, Mich. 49601

January 22, 1993.

Dear Sirs:
I am writing to support your proposal to give the whole

220 band to Novice oper*ors. I am also in favor of allowing
Novices repeater contro perator status. Both proposals would
help generate more acti 'ties on the 220 band. I also agree that
a CW, SSB, RTTY and Packet subband should be established.
Michael Trahos, KB4PGC, has a good point that General Radio
Service operators are authorized to be repeater licensees
without even being required to pass a test to operate a repeater,
as per information in QST, page 83, February 1993 issue.

I would also like you to consider the following proposals
or suggestions: \

1. Set up a more consistent CW progression. ~
Novice/ Tech Plus .... 5 wpm. Advanced •••••.•.. 15 wpm.
General.·...•........• 10 wpm. Extra •••••.•••• 20 wpm.

There has been a lot of rumbling in the HAM community concerning
CW and the General Class license. Why·not compromise? Make it a
bit easier to get the General and a bit harder to get the Advanced.

2. With the declining M.D.F, 10 meters will become, for the most
part, a dead band. There will be little incentive for the
No-Code Technician to seek an upgrade. One hundred KC's of
crowded 80 meter and 40 meter CW privileges isn't much of
Here are some suggestions:

allow Tech-Plus operators access to the 30 meter band with
CW, RTTY and Packet privileges.
Allow phone and digital privileges on a lower H.F.band.
I would suggest around the 160 meter band. ,2.0 to 2.1 or
2.2 would be a good place. Open the band to Tech-Plus and
higher licensees. Is there much on 2.0 to 2.2? Would this
be feasible? This would also add more operators in the
emergency radio pool.

Thank you for your time and efforts in this matter.
Sincerely, • /""
~~.. tt/~J-

Thomas Warnock
WB8WIV, Advanced Class


